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Brosnan 
BATTALTON CHIEF MALKIN: The time is 


1608 hours. This is Battalion Chief Malkin 


of the Safety Battalion of the New York City 


Fire Department. I'm conducting an interview 


with Lieutenant Brosnan of Engine 212. We 
are in the office in 212's quarters. There 


is nobody else here in the office. This 


interview is in regard to the events of 


September 11, 2001. What follows is 

Lieutenant Brosnan's interview. 

A. We were at quarters. We were assigned 
fourth on the fifth alarm. Our ticket gave us a 
response location, lobby command post of Tower 2. 
So we were assigned to a lobby command post on the 
initial alarm. 


We arrived -- we'll start with our response 


from quarters. We respond from quarters, we hit 


extremely heavy cab traffic on Park Avenue, in the 


vicinity of Engine 207's quarters. For four blocks, 


to get past the cabs we actually had to go through a 


parking lot, the housing project parking lot. We 


were blocked out. We tried to move traffic. 
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Mohs 2s reported to the police 


detectives on my interview with them. We thought it 


was unusual, but we just went against traffic. We 


got to the Brooklyn Bridge. Me and 221 were in 
tandem for the whole way. 


I arrived on Broadway. Liberty Street was 


open. We went south on we went west on Liberty 


Street. I took a hydrant location at Liberty and 


Church, on the east side of Liberty Street. At that 


time, getting off the rig, we were informed, we 


believe, by the department radio that the elevators 


were falling in the shafts and not to use high bank 
or mid bank of elevators. To use only low bank of 
elevators only. 


We switched to our command channel. I walked 


across the street. We had heard a transmission 


about bringing in spare Scott cylinders, which we 


had already had. We had already left the rig with 


our extra equipment. I encountered 217 and 214 on 


the other side, informed them that spare Scotts were 


needed. They went and got their spare Scotts. We 


proceeded single file to 10 Truck's quarters. Our 


command post was supposed to be Washington and 
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Liberty, in the lobby command post. 


We arrived at that location. We encountered 


large amounts of building debris falling, hitting 10 


q 


[Truck's quarters. We did not think we could safely 


egress into the lobby command post from this 
location due to the bodies and debris falling down. 


Right around this time we encountered a ESU 


unit. We believe it was ESU Unit 8 from PD that was 
reporting a third plane was inbound. They were 
running north on Liberty towards Broadway, imploring 


people to run. 


Q. East on Liberty. East on Liberty? 
Liberty is this way. 
A. Okay. They were pushing east on Liberty 


towards Broadway. 


Q. East on Liberty toward Broadway. 
A. They were going east, going back up 
towards Broadway. At this time, we thought a third 


plane hit and we were now in the debris field of the 


plane with numerous bodies and we thought we 


couldn't survive a third event in the street. I 


looked we were right here, at the corner of 


Liberty and -- 


QO. Greenwich. 


5 
Brosnan 
A. -- Greenwich. We encountered the security 


guard at 130 Liberty Street. We asked him could he 


escort us through that building and could we get 


down to West Street through this building to use 


them for cover in case the third plane hit. We 


figured we couldn't live in the street. We would be 


dead if the third plane hit where we were. 


We then exited. Me and 217, at this time, were 


definitely together. We went single file through 


the building, came out under this underpass. There 


was a small white bridge there. We used that as 


cover. We brought our members in one at a time into 
the Marriott Hotel for cover. 


At this time, I had my five guys brought in. 


217 was the next company to cross. I proceeded to 


the desk. There was a chief there, I believe it was 


the 8th Battalion, and I'm not going to recall his 


name right now, but it was the Battalion 8. We were 
not assigned to the hotel, so we inquired -- I 
inquired with the hotel manager. I see numerous 


Fire Department units here and I inquired, "Could 


those elevators get us into the Trade Center?" He 


said, "No." I said, "How can we get back into 


concourse level of the Trade Center for cover?" He 
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assigned us his desk clerk who led us through the 


Vista Hotel and into the concourse level of 1 World 


Trade Center. 


Now, I believe that is still the concourse 


level from the West Street side. That's how I 


interpret it. We proceeded through. On the way out 


I met a chief who assigned me actually to the 71st 


Floor of 1 World Trade Center and I informed him 


that I was not assigned to 1. I was going to use 


the concourse level to come back on 2. 


238 came, was behind me and he encountered the 
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same chief. I proceeded into Tower 1. I started 


through Tower 1 concourse level, got in 


approximately 200 feet, realized did not 


encounter any other Fire Department units at this 
time. 
I staged my members and went looking for a 


command post or another chief to try to touch base 


with somebody. At that point, I had made a circle, 


looped around and seen 238 coming up behind me, 


which they were still in 1, right before it comes 
into the Concourse Plaza. I proceeded back to 238, 
which my men were staged approximately 150 feet 


further in. So I went back out towards the West 
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Street side of World 1. At this time, I encountered 


238 at an elevator bank and they were asking the 


security guard was it a Fire Department manned 


elevator and I had just told them that "We are not 


assigned to 1. Follow me and we will proceed deeper 


in the building and we'll pick 


up the hallways. 


That will get us across back to 2." 


At this time, I caught the explosion, coming 


out from my left side. I seen 


the ceiling coming 


down and we all got low and backed down a dead end 


hallway. Me and the officer from 238 and the 


security guards, and I believe 
I got low and back down and all 


it was the right wall that woul 


to West Street. 


two of his members. 


1 I recall is for me 


ld be my wall back out 


When I crawled out, we became entangled with 


civilians. Our masks got entangled, I believe, on 


turnstiles coming out of their 


with civilians pushing, I lost 


security posts and 


my mask at this 


point. At this point I tried to go back towards my 


members, but we had 20, probably -- could have been 


upwards of 30 civilians pushing us out this way and 


it became the best option for me. Me and 238 


crawled back out to West Street. 
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BATTALTON CHIEF MALKIN: I'm going to 


hold the tape for one second. I'm going to 


shut it to stop the interruption. 


(Recess taken.) 


BATTALION CHIEF MALKIN: It's 14:18. I 


had the tape off for two minutes because of 


an interruption and the interview resumes 


now. 
A. We were blown down the hallway. My left 
eye was blinded by debris. Our mouths were stuffed 


with, I guess, the concrete debris from the 


explosion and at this time, when I was getting blown 


down, I thought this was the third plane ESU was 


talking about. I had that in my mind, that now the 


third plane had hit the building and that's what the 


event was. 


At first we were waiting for the heat to come 


and then we realized it was breathable and we 


crawled out. We crawled out and you couldn't even 
talk. You had so much debris in your mouth. 
Q. This building was still okay. What 


happened was 2 collapsed and caused all of this 


debris and dust and everything else. Is that it? 


A. Actually, the explosion came in through 
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those doors and came up behind 


the way I had come 


in. And I realized that, that 


from the way I had just left. 


the explosion came 


Q. Did you know what the explosion was? 


A. No. We never heard, 


through this whole 


event, through the collapse of other than -- well, 1 


World Trade Center I happened to be there. I seen 


that collapse. We never knew 2 World Trade Center 


collapsed on Channel 3. My men didn't know it, I 


didn't know it. In fact, I didn't know for a week 


later the sequence of events until I talked toa 


chief in the 8th battalion and he told me I was 


wrong. I thought the hotel collapsed first. 


Because now as I get out 


° 


f 1 World Trade, we 


get out with civilians. We tell the civilians go 


north. I told the civilians go north. I don't know 


why, and I went north. I actually exited the 


building and went north on West Street. I went to a 


rig to try to get the debris out of my eyes. I was 


unsuccessful, turned around and linked up with 


Lieutenant Wilkinson of Engine 238 and asked him how 


he was doing. He stated he was missing his 


nozzleman and I said, "Okay. 


I 


'm missing my whole 


company. let's try to get our Maydays transmitted." 
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We were unsuccessful. We could not get a 
Mayday transmission acknowledged and there were so 


many maydays coming in. We were unsuccessful so I 


told him, at that time, I had lost my mask coming 


out, to wait for me. Me and him would go back and 
we would do a search for our missing members, to 
move his men safely up here. 

I believe the last I seen of Lt. Wilkinson was 
under the black overpass at 6 World Trade Center. I 


then began searching for a mask and to clean out my 


eyes. Somebody led me into a store. I have no idea 
where the store was. They washed my eyes out in the 
slop sink. I came back, I went up Vesey Street 


searching the rigs for a mask and was unsuccessful. 
I came back down to West and I believe I found a 
spare mask on Squad 41's rig or Squad 18's rig. I 
took the mask. 


At this time, I encountered a Chief Keenan and 


I knew he was not in our battalion and I believe 


he's in the 49, but he used to be in 28 Engine. I 
physically gave him my Maydays and 238's and told 


him their last location. We had just entered 1 


World Trade, concourse level. He proceeded south on 


West Street. I would assume towards Chief Ganci's 
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command post. He was heading in that direction when 
I last seen him. 
At this point, my eyes are now I can see. I 


squint and I notice that the hotel is in a V-shaped 


collapse with only the two ends of the hotel th 


whole center of the hotel has disappeared into a 


V-shaped collapse down to almost street level. 


I realized there was ten to fifteen companies 


that I had only passed three to five minutes prior 


to this explosion. That's about the time I was in 
1, was no more than three to five minutes when this 


occurred, which we found out later was the collapse 


of 2, but we did not know at this time. 


At this time, I have a mask, I run into a John 


McDonald of Engine 271 and he says, "Neil, where are 


you going?" I said, "Mike, I'm going back in to 
look for missing members and so does 328." I get 


back somewhere in the vicinity of 20 Truck, is the 


last truck I physically remember, when we noticed 


that Tower 1 is coming down and we all proceed north 
on West Street. 
Q. Running away from this collapsing tower? 


A. Running. And I used the rigs that were 


parked on West as a guide, because I couldn't see 
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very well at that time to begin with and I really 


couldn't run. All I did was I was holding onto the 


rigs trying to work my way north. I made it one to 


two rigs past 20 Truck and I crawled under a rig and 


as I did, I became separated from McDonald. Engine 
271 was a little north of me. 
After the collapse, which really was rapid, I 


was no sooner under the rig then it went silent. I 


crawled out, I believe I followed the rigs. When I 


ran out of rigs feeling my way and then I went left 


and I found myself somewhere over on that North End 


and Vesey Street in like an open lot. 
I seen a Chief that was coming down the West 
Side, West Street, encountered him. I told him my 
company was missing. I asked him where there was a 
command post. He stated he didn't know. I 
physically gave this chief and a lieutenant wrote 


down the names of my missing members who I had last 


seen. I then told him I was going to go back up to 
Liberty and Church to see if my chauffeur was alive, 
because I thought I had lost the company at that 
time. 

I was unable at any point to raise anybody on 


the radio due to the numerous Maydays, so I 
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physically walked. I believe I must have walked up 


Murray Street. I was heading down Church, I 


encountered a jet engine somewhere on Church Street 
and decided this was not good and headed up to 
Broadway. I walked down Broadway, encountered my 


chauffeur at Broadway and Liberty and I said, "Okay. 


He's alive. I have a chauffeur." I said, "Mike, go 
to the hospital. You're injured. I'm going back 
down to the command post. I'm going to search on my 
way." 


On my way up from West Street to Broadway, I 


searched the perimeter. I didn't find anybody. I 


didn't even find another fireman. Nobody. On my 


way back I encountered a Captain I knew that was the 


Captain of 22 Engine that day being loaded in an 


ambulance. He said, "If you see 22 Engine, Neil, 


tell them they're taking me to the hospital." 


I then went back to the command post, reported 


to Chief Nigro, told him I had members missing, I 


was going to wait until I had word whether they wer 


in the hospital. I stayed there two to three hours 


and then I was removed to the hospital. 


QO. You stayed where two to three hours? At 


Nigro's command post? 


14 
Brosnan 
A. At Chief Nigro's command post, and I 
believe that was at Chambers Street. 


QO. Chambers and -- 


A. And the West Side Highway. 


Q. Okay. 


A. I stayed there and then I was removed to 


the hospital to have my eyes treated, and that was 


the end of my day. At the hospital he had told me 


that my members had been removed, but at the time I 


¢ 


thought they were lying just to get rid of you. 


Q. Sure. 
A. Just trying to say, "Hey, listen. Come 
on. Time to bring in a fresh crew." But I remember 


the last thr people I seen was Chief Keenan was 
south of me, 271 was behind me. I had last visually 


seen Lieutenant Wilkinson by 6 World Trade and I 


never mad ye contact or radio contact with him. 


He was found expired later that night in front of l 
World Trade. 

QO. Tell me about what command channel -- you 
said you switched to a command channel, something 
like that. Where was that? 

A. We were told to go to 3. 


QO. You were told to go to 3? 
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A. We were told to go to 3. And that's when 
I was with 217, 214. We were getting our gear 


together at Liberty and Church, on the south side 


of -—- on the west side of Church. So we all went to 


3 right about that time. 


Q. Who gave you those instructions? That 


came from the department radio? 

A. It came on the radio. You know, I didn't 
know they said go to 3 and, actually, the guys 
checked my channel to 3 because of my eyes. 

Q. Did you get the sense that 3 was going to 
be the tactical channel for the operations in the 
building they were sending you to? 

A. I thought 3 was going to be my operations 
for 2 World Trade. 

QO. For 2 World Trade. Okay. 

A. Because aS an assignment we were assigned 


to the lobby command post. I actually took that 


physically to mean, from the last event, that we 


were going into a commander. We weren't going into 


Chief Ganci's command post. We were being assigned 


a fire assignment right on the ticket. None of us 


could get to it. Some units got to communications. 


We never seen it. I never knew where the command 
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posts were. We were told, when we got here, the 


kids that were still in 10 Truck's quarters, there 
were two firemen, and they said, No. The command 


post had been moved two or three times, but they 


didn't know where they wer 


When we got here nobody knew, because we wer 


all predominantly Brooklyn and Harlem companies were 


here. 


QO. Right. At the hotel. 


A. At the hotel. I knew -- it wasn't my 


assignment -- that I could get in back through the 


concourse level without getting killed. To go 


across the street, actually Danny Suhr got killed 


right behind us and I never seen him. But there 


were jumpers coming. I said, I'm gonna lose 50% of 


my men in the street. 


And it was that many bodies right here on the 


street at that time. It was scattered with bodies. 


They were coming down lik I seen several coming 


through the smoke and I said, "We're really not 


going to survive here." But we never questioned, 


you know. We seen the amount of fire. We just 


figured it would be an evacuation. I thought there 


was 10 to 15 floors of fire on the Church Street 
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side of Tower 2 on my arrival, fully involved. 


I said, "There is no way." I said, "This is 


just an evacuation." I mean we did this fire last 


time. And I knew when I got here there were too 
many companies, but the companies looked at me like 
I was talking Greek when I said, "No, I don't belong 


here, Chief. I'm assigned to 2. I'm leaving." 


My company searched the hotel during 
the 1993 explosion and I knew it's a low-occupancy 
hotel. It self-evacuates, you don't need 20 
companies to search it. I said, I'm out of here. 
and we proceeded in. Then the only company that 
followed me was 238. 217 got involved in Danny 


Suhr's rescue and I don't know where 214 went. 214 


might have went to the command post. I'm not sure. 


Like I said, we seen the 8th Battalion Chief, I seen 


122 Truck, 58 Engine. 


Q. Where were they? Where were they 
physically? 
A. 58 Engine was at the doorway of the hotel. 


There were numerous truck companies at the elevator 


lobby, but I do not know -- I thought I seen 4 


truck, but that was the only one I recognized. 


QO. In the Vista Hotel? 
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A. In the Vista Hotel, at the elevators. But 


there were at least four other truck companies 


staged there. I mean it was compact. I mean it was 


crowded. It was literally crowded at the elevator 


bank. And I remember them looking at me saying, 


"What do you mean thes levators don't go through?" 


Because I went to the hotel manager and said, "Can 


we get here from there?" He said, "No." 
He assigned me his desk clerk. The desk clerk 
escorted us out and led me the way, because I had 
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never been into th [rade Center from this route and 


he assured me the concourse level, I could get back 


to 2 at the concourse level. I knew once I got up 


the front, I was familiar with the front-end mall 


area of the concourse level. I knew I could get 


back over to 2 without getting killed. Not 


realizing that it collapsed. 


But we never knew. We never knew 2 collapsed 
until after the event. I physically seen 1 
collapsing, because I seen it just crumbling down. 
And I said, if it comes down, we're dead. You know, 
we were really just looking for a place to die. I 
did not think I was going to live through the event. 


Q. What happened when you were in the 
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concourse level or the lobby of Tower 1 around the 


time that 2 collapsed? All kinds of dust was 
blowing in. 


A. Oh, you couldn't see. It was pitch black. 


QO. Pitch black and was it the concourse level 
or the lobby of Tower 1 you were in? 


A. No. The street level from West Street, 


which I'm going to call it the concourse level. 


QO. Okay. 
A. Now it's not the first floor, because 
that's not where the fire command —- the fire 


command station would have been the floor above me. 


I knew this was not my assignment. My assignment 
was here. I knew where I was going to. I just 
never made it. 

Q. Who was with you? What units do you 
remember in Tower 1 when you were there? 


A. I went in a good 200 yards in, maybe 


150 feet in as -- right short of the Path station, 
retreated back when I seen 238 coming in the hallway 
IT had just come in. I had just hooked up with 238 
at an elevator bank. He was asking the security 


guard, “Is it a manned Fire Department?" And I was 


about to tell him, "This is not our assignment. 
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This is 1. We're going to cut across and go to 2." 


With that we both got blown in. That was it. It 


was pitch black and we were being thrown back down, 


50 feet down a hallway. 
But I recall it was right wall out for me. I 
tried to go back left for my members and it was not 


possible. We were now getting groups of civilians 


coming to the lights and the people were just coming 
to our light. Which saved the last people that we 


visually seen. 


They observed th xplosion and the hallway 


disappeared. They thought the hallway blew up where 


I had come from. They thought they seen debris 


coming down and said, "The Lieutenant's dead." My 
senior guy regroups the company. He yells out, 
"Regroup." They're under light debris also. 


The senior kid that I had, Vinnie Picciano, who 


had come down from 8 Engine, who had worked midtown 


for eight years, his next thing he yelled out, "Are 


there any Port Authority personnel here?" And we 


had in our visual range, when we walked in, it was 


perhaps up to 200 people in our visual range. Which 


is not a lot for that building, but we had people 


milling around and not really in urgent -- they 
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weren't running. They were just there. You know, 


leaving the building. These people probably seen 


the Fire Department units and when we put on our 


lights they just came to us like fire flies. They 


just came right to our lights. 


We came out with 20 to 30 people on West 


Street, me and 238, something in that vicinity. 
These kids deeper in actually came out with more 


people. It could have been anywhere from 50 to 100 


people that they got out. They actually got them 


out two different exits. They got them out through 


the Church Street side, up to Church and Vesey, and 


they got the second time -- the last time they left 


the building with an unconscious man, they went out 


to Vesey and West. But they actually made three 


trips in, because it was lighter conditions in this 


side of the building than there was outside. It was 


heavy black smoke over here. Conditions lightened 


as they went through the building. But none of us 


knew that there was a collapse. 


The kids had an extraordinary day. The senior 
kid actually said because they got a maintenance 
guy. The maintenance guy said, "If you can get me 


out of the building, I know where the exits are." 


He was their assured thing to get them out. 


Brosnan 


some reason everybody went to Vesey Street. 
even thought of taking these hallways back 
Liberty. Thank God. 

But actually on their third search in 
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Nobody 


towards 


they 


encountered a heavy rubble and heavy fire field in 


that concourse level, 


which they didn't know what it 


was. They just knew that -- they actually stretched 
the house line and there was no water. They said, 
"Okay. Time to leave." 

At this time, they had split into teams. One 


of the teams 


had found an unconscious man by the 


Path subway. In that vicinity, 50, 60 feet from 


Path. 


Republic in that vicinity. 


They put him in a chair, 


In, behind, 


I think there is a Banana 
That was the last guy. 


they rolled him out to the 


exit that goes out by West Broadway. As they got to 


West Broadway, the second collapse occurs 


they have no idea what it is. 


They are now blowing. 
guy they had just brought 
They could not find him. They lost him and 
actually had 


dug out of a debris field. I think Fireman 


out in the debris 


to dig -- Fireman Picciano had 


Which 


They actually lose the 


field. 


they 


to be 


Berntsen 


23 
Brosnan 
dug him out. Gallaso, Walker and Murphy go up West 
Broadway. Berntsen and Picciano get separated from 


him. They actually go up Church Street. 


They all eventually meet each other at a triage 


area at 7 Engine's quarters and that's where they 


all wound up. They all suffered -- a couple of them 


suffered significant injuries, but they all got out. 


We were just lucky. It had nothing to do with 


skill. It's just a little bit of knowledge got me 
out of the hotel. If I wasted three minutes there, 
I was dead. I would have been as dead as everybody 
in there. 

But we never did encounter our command. We 
never did encounter or link up with our command 


post. We just never did. We heard transmissions 


about what not to take, elevators, what channels to 


go to, but we never physically met a chief that was 
in charge of 2. We just 

Q. When you were wherever you were and 2 fell 
down, what came over your handi-talk? A lot of 
Maydays; right? 

A. Nothing. 


Q. Nothing came over? 


A. Nothing. Well, first off, I might have 
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been deaf from the concussion. But I asked my 


members who were also further in and they didn't 


hear a transmission. And I mean I got out. We 


couldn't get our Maydays in. I tried a Mayday right 


away and there were so many Maydays. 


My last physical transmission, the thing that 
saved my life is when I had found the mask and was 
working my way back towards 1, I received "4 truck 


OV. Mayday. Mayday." I've fallen several floors. 


I wait for an acknowledgment. No acknowledgment. 


He comes on the air again. "4 truck OV. Mayday. 


Mayday." I've fallen several floors, I'm running 


out of air. I go "212 to 4 Truck, what's your 
location?" With that I hear, "Hey, brother. We 


gotcha. We gotcha. Turn on your pass." But I 


can't pick up the designation of the truck, other 


than that they are working their way to 4 Truck. 


That part I picked up. 


"4 Truck, we gotcha. Turn on your pass, 
brother. We got a roof rope. We'll come and get 
you." But I don't know who it was. So then I cease 


and desist, because I was stepping on his 
transmissions. 


But it actually fixated me. It stopped me 
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nice. "Christ, I got my own Maydays and there is 
nothing I can do. I'm here by myself." And then I 
run into 271. I said, "I'll go with you." But it 


delayed me enough that I wasn't back in the 


building. If I had found the mask five minutes 


sooner, I'm back in the building. You know? And I 
would have been history also. But it was just an 
extraordinary day. It was just a matter of what 


luck you had. If it hadn't taken me so long to find 


the mask, because most of the rigs were stripped 


clean. I just happened to find some kind of -- one 


of those masks they're tethered to. 


Q. Yes. 

A. So I said, it's better than nothing. 

QO. That's for sure. 

A. But there were electrical fires starting 
on my way out. I could see -- I could actually see 


the electrical arc and it was like the white lights 


above us. So I was actually using that for 


reference. Ceiling, floor. That's how I got 

reference back on my feet. I was just watching the 
ceiling and it was arcing. We were extraordinarily 
lucky, because when I came out there was nobody. I 


didn't run into another fireman up until I got onto 
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Broadway. I walked all this way and I didn't find 
anybody. 
We encountered -- but I had walked up this way. 


I had missed that debris field that was here. But 


even when I walked back I walked around the debris 
field and just didn't find anybody. And I'm not 
sure -- the last physical thing I remember was 20 


Truck. I have no idea how close -- I know that 1 


[Truck was crushed, so obviously I made it past 1 


Truck. But out of all the trucks I knew, that was 


the only thing I could remember, was 20 Truck. 


We tried to do an intelligence report of who 


seen last which companies in that lobby. One kid 


knew the 8th Battalion Chief, Chief Deangelis? We 


knew he was there. And that was the chief. I told 
him, "Chief, I'm not assigned here. I'm leaving." 


I thought I ran into, just looking facially, 


the Chief I met in the hallway going out. I thought 


that was the 12 Battalion Chief and I didn't know 


his name. 


QO. Scheffold? 
A. Yeah. I'm not sure if there was two 12 
Battalion Chiefs there. But I wasn't certain. 


Because he told us, don't use high banks of 


27 
Brosnan 
elevators. He said they're collapsing. But we 


already knew that from the department radio 


transmission. Other than that, we really we just 
never got into a command post. 

Q. In the lobby of Tower 1, did you notice 
any elevators, anything unusual about the elevators 
or the elevator doors? Was there fire in the 
elevator shaft? Were they blown in, the doors? 


Anything like that? 


A. No. They had asked me that, where the 
explosion came from that I encountered. The 
explosion came right from the way I had entered. It 
came right from in back of me. Because I was 
standing next -- I was on the far side of the bank, 


away from the officer from 238, right at an elevator 


door and nothing came from my left side. Everything 


hit me from the blast from my left. And I was 


actually looking at the elevators trying to figure 


out what floors they served to see if anything was 


moving. But I knew it was not our assignment, so I 


was going to just leave there and just grab 238 and 


proceed in after he finished talking to the security 
guard. 


But the good part was the security people 
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stayed on site. The Port Authority people stayed on 


site and they were our eyes out. They were our sure 
way out. If they weren't there, I think I'd have 
lost the kids, and I had a probie -- he was actually 
holding on to people, he had no idea. I know some 


kids from midtown, they're dead. He made the 


smartest decision. He latched on to a Port 


Authority personnel and then he physically, as they 


moved through that concourse level, which is a 


considerable distance from here to get over to here, 


to find these exits, they used stores as reference 
points. They were wiping the stores clean to see 
what the name of the store was and the woman 
actually knew -- in their track of women that they 
had, actually knew by stores, "You're moving in the 


wrong direction." So they actually referenced off 


q 


stores and the Port Authority maintenance guy. They 


were his eyes, but these kids led them to safety. 


As they got people up the first time to the 


street and told them to go north, they did encounter 


three FBI people, I believe, and even some Port 
Authority police then had helped them on their 


third -- when they did their last search of that 


area. Which their last search was from the -- they 
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actually searched the Port Authority station. Two 


guys went down there and looked. Nobody. They 


found a body behind the path and that was the last 


person they seen in their visual range. They didn't 


encounter anybody else. That was the last guy that 


they had seen. There was nobody else moving in 
their visual range. And they actually encountered 
the debris field in two. They just got out the door 


when the second one collapsed and it blew them out 


into the street. But if they stayed a minute 


longer, I don't know -- I think they were in the 


only survivable part of that building. We just hit 


the two survivable ends on the Vesey Street sid 
We were lucky. 
Q. Did 212 lose anybody? No? 


A. No. We accounted for everybody. 


Everybody went to the hospital with scrapes. We had 


one kid on medical leave. That was the kid, 
Picciano. 
Q. How long did it take to get a handle on 


that your guys were okay? I know everybody was 


scattered. 


A. I thought they were lying to me at the 


command post, because EMS said, "all your members 
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have been removed to the hospital." I found out, 


the first call they let me make in the hospital, I 


called back to the firehouse and they said all 


members were accounted for. They were all minor 


injuries and they've been treated and they've been 


released. I was ecstatic, not realizing how many 
guys were gone. But it was agonizing for three 
hours. 

QO. It must have been. 

A. Well, because I had left them. You know, 


doing the right thing, going to find the command 
post. We walked in. "You guys wait for me. I'm 


going to find the command post. 


Luckily 238 come up behind me. Because I knew 


the building. Once I got by the Path, I knew how to 
get to 2. I was two minutes away from being in Two. 
It was just flukey how it worked out that day. 
But we knew. 
BATTALION CHIEF MALKIN: We're going to 


break for one second. It's now 1445. I'm 


going to shut the tape off for one minute. 


(Recess taken. 


BATTALION CHIEF MALKIN: It's still 


1445. We're resuming. 
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A. That's pretty much it, Chief. We just 


waited at the command post and waited to regroup. 


We gave the location of the last people we had 


visually seen, which wasn't a lot. 


BATTALION CHIEF MALKIN: Okay. I just 


have to read a little statement at the end 


here and then we'll be done. This concludes 


the interview with Lieutenant Brosnan of 


ngine 212. The time is now 1446 hours. I 


ts 


think Lieutenant Brosnan for his interview 


and that's all. I'm shutting the tape. 
--o000-- 


BATTALION CHIEF MALKIN: I'm conducting 


an interview with Lieutenant Brosnan, Neil 


Brosnan, Engine 212. This is Tape 2. I had 


already finished Tape 1 and I had to start 
Tape 2 and I have more information about 


Chief Downey, Chief Barbara in the street. I 


just want to continue the interview. The 
time is now 1659 hours. Just tell me that 
again. 

A. Firefighter Vasquez, who drove Captain 


Stackpole to the site was at the command post or in 


the vicinity of Chief Ganci's command post and he 
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had observed or heard some of the following. He had 
seen Chief Cross and Chief Barbara, who he believes 
were going to be the commanders in Tower 2, headed 


across. They had just left Chief Ganci's command 


post to go over to Tower 2. Chief Downey, he 


believes, was getting ready to do a hazardous 


collapse assessment of the building and he had just 


left the command post, looking at Tower 2 as far as 
how much damage was done to Tower 2. That's right 
about when Tower 2 collapsed. And that was his last 
observation of those three individuals. 

QO. Vasquez's last -- 

A. Bobby Vasquez, he was working light duty 
in Division 11. He drove Stackpole and somebody 


else. I don't know. He might have driven Cross. 


I'm not sure if he drove Cross that day, but he 


definitely drove -- Captain Stackpole was with him. 
And Captain Stackpole was with Chief Cross, and I 


believe both of those individuals were found in 


close proximity to one another. But they would have 
been, I believe, the commanders in 2. I think 
Barbara -- 

QO. Right. Barbara was sent to be the 


commander in 2. 


too 


Q. 


much. 


A. 


Q. 
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He was to be the staff chief in charge of 


So they never really got a foothold in 2 


No. 


I mean by the time they started to 


organize -- 


A. 


Pretty much how I interpret it, we were 


all scrambling from the moment we got off the rig. 


I mean we scrambled for cover, and I'm sure the 


chiefs had the same problems. It was monumental to 


eval 


buil 


luate. 


lding, 


I never seen that much fire ina 


in two buildings in my life. It was just 


extraordinary. I said, "How are we going to do it?" 


All we could think was bring extra cylinders, 


because we're going to need lots of cylinders. And 


then we said that walking up 50 floors is going to 


take us an hour. That's what we said. 
Q. It would have taken you longer? 
A. Two hours. 
BATTALION CHIEF MALKIN: Okay. This is 
the second conclusion. This is the 
conclusion of this tape at 1702 hours. The 


conc] 


lusion of the interview with Lieutenant 


Brosnan 
Brosnan. 


-—-o0o-- 


BATTALION CHIEF MALKIN: This is Chief 


Malkin of the Safety Batalion once again. 


It's 1703 hours. I'm still talking to 


Lieutenant Brosnan. He just told me a note 


about in response to the World Trade Center. 


Go ahead. Tell me that again. 
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QO. This is at Park Avenue and around -- where 


was this? 


Pp 


Yes. That is unusual. 


10 
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QO. You left from quarters? 
A. We left from quarters. 
Q. And how did you wind up at Park and 
Tillary? 
A. All Fire Department units were instructed 


to use the Brooklyn Bridge. The Brooklyn Bridge 


would be held open for us. We were all headed 


towards the Brooklyn Bridge. It was the quickest 


way we could 


Down right, 


get there. 


down onto Park Avenue and Tillary 


down to the Brooklyn Bridge. We were instructed to 


use the Brooklyn Bridge, all units responding on 


that fifth al 


larm. That 


BAT 


['TALION CHI! 


was our instructions. 


EF MALKIN: Okay. Again we 


stop, at 1706 hours. 


